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forward in the church. Fludyer turned out a scoundrel1, a Whig, and said he was ashamed of having been bred at Ox-ford. He had a living at Putney, and got under the eye of some retainers to the court at that time, and so became a violent Whig: but he had been a scoundrel all along to be sure.' BOSWELL. 'Was he a scoundrel, Sir, in any other way than that of being a political scoundrel? Did he cheat at draughts?' JOHNSON. ' Sir, we never played for money.'
He then carried me to visit Dr. Bentharn, Canon of Christ-Church, and Divinity Professor, with whose learned and lively conversation we were much pleased. He gave us an invitation to dinner, which Dr. Johnson told me was a high honour. ' Sir, it is a great thing to dine with the Canons of Christ-Church.' We could not accept his invitation, as we were engaged to dine at University College. We had an excellent dinner there, with the Master and Fellows, it being St. Cuthbert's day, which is kept by them as a festival, as he was a saint of Durham, with which this college is much connected *.
We drank tea with Dr. Home3, late President of Magdalen College, and Bishop of Norwich, of whose abilities,
His excess, perhaps, was in liquor.' Dr.Johnson: Pits Friends, &*£., p. 23.
1 See/<w/, iii. i, note 2.
3 Dr. Fisher, who was present, told Mr. Croker that' he recollected one passage of the conversation. Boswell quoted Quern Dens iniUpcr-dere,$rius de?nentat, and asked where it was. A pause. At last Dr. Chandler said, in Horace. Another pause. Then Fisher remarked that he knew of no metre in Horace to which the words could be reduced: and Johnson said dictatorially, " The young man is right." ' See post, March 30, 1783. For another of Dr. Fisher's anecdotes, see ante, ii. 308, note i. Mark Pattison recorded in his Diary in 1843 (Memoirs, p. 203), on the authority of Mr. (now Cardinal) Newman :—' About 1770, the worst time in the University; a head of Oriel then, who was continually obliged to be assisted to bed by his butler. Gaudies, a scene of wild license. At Christ Church they dined at three, and sat regularly till chapel at nine.' A gaudy is such a festival as the one in the text.
3 The author of the Commentary on the Psalms. See Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 15, note.
inege buttery-books," O yes, O yes, come forth, Phil. Jones, and answer to your charge for exceeding the batells."
